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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 11, 14, and 24 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "notifying section 
configured to output a communication result notification indicative of a result of the 
facsimile transmission to the receiving end" must be shown or the feature(s) canceled 
from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 



Application/Control Number: 10/685,098 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2625 

Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

3. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1, 11, 14, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Although the terms of a claim may appear to be definite, inconsistency with the 
specification disclosure or prior art teachings may make an otherwise definite claim take 
on an unreasonable degree of uncertainty. In re Cohn, 438 F.2d 989, 169 USPQ 95 
(CCPA 1971); In re Hammack, 427 F.2d 1378, 166 USPQ 204 (CCPA 1970). In Cohn, 
the claim was directed to a process of treating a surface with a corroding solution until 
the metallic appearance is supplanted by an "opaque" appearance. Noting that no claim 
may be read apart from and independent of the supporting disclosure on which it is 
based, the court found that the description, definitions and examples set forth in the 
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specification relating to the appearance of the surface after treatment were inherently 
inconsistent and rendered the claim indefinite. The limitation of concern is "a notifying 
section configured to output a communication result notification indicative of a result of 
the facsimile transmission to the receiving end only when the specific destination 
identifying section finds the corresponding destination name in the specific destination 
name storage section." The issue is that the result notification is stated in the claim to 
be outputted to the receiving end. In paragraph 29, Page 13, line 25 - Page 14, line 12 
of the originally filled specification states that the result notification is transmitted to the 
result report output section. The definition of a result report output section according to 
paragraph 25, Page 1 1 , lines 24 - Page 12, line 12, of the originally filled specification 
states the communication result report can be displayed on the display section. This is 
inconsistent with the claim stating that the result notification is outputted to the receiving 
end. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Cairo (US 5,809,1 16) in view of Tanimoto (US 2003/0020960). 
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Regarding Claim 1, Cairo teaches a facsimile apparatus (Column 5, lines 33-35) 
comprising: 

a receiving end identifying section configured to identify a receiving end by 
analyzing terminal information received from the receiving end when making a facsimile 
transmission to the receiving end (Figure 2, element 30 and Column 5, lines 39-42). 

However Cairo does not teach a specific destination name storage section 
configured to store destination names of specific destinations; and 

a specific destination identifying section configured to search from the specific 
destination name storage section a destination name corresponding to the receiving 
end to which said facsimile transmission is being made and which is identified by the 
receiving end identifying section; and 

and a notifying section configured to output a communication result notification 
indicative of a result of the facsimile transmission to the receiving end only when the 
specific destination identifying section finds the corresponding destination name in the 
specific destination name storage section, 

wherein when the destination name corresponding to the receiving end to which 
the facsimile transmission is made is found amongst the destination names stored in the 
specific destination name storage section, said specific destination identifying section 
cause said notifying section to output said communication result notification. 
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Tanimoto does teach a specific destination name storage section configured to 
store destination names of specific destinations (Page 7, paragraph 89); and 

a specific destination identifying section configured to search from the specific 
destination name storage section a destination name corresponding to the receiving 
end to which said facsimile transmission is being made and which is identified by the 
receiving end identifying section (Page 7, paragraph 89); 

and a notifying section configured to output a communication result notification 
indicative of a result of the facsimile transmission to the receiving end only when the 
specific destination identifying section finds the corresponding destination name in the 
specific destination name storage section (Page 7, paragraph 89), 

wherein when the destination name corresponding to the receiving end to which 
the facsimile transmission is made is found amongst the destination names stored in the 
specific destination name storage section, said specific destination identifying section 
cause said notifying section to output said communication result notification (Page 7, 
paragraph 89). 

Cairo and Tanimoto are combinable because they deal with facsimile 
transmissions. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teaching of Cairo with the teaching of Tanimoto 
for the purpose of providing the user with the ability to select the most appropriate 
transmission methods and operations (Tanimoto: Page 1, paragraph 11). 
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Regarding Claim 2, Cairo further teaches wherein the notifying section outputs a 
communication result report for each facsimile transmission made to the receiving end 
having the corresponding destination name stored in the specific destination name 
storage section (Column 2, lines 49-54). 

Regarding Claim 3, Cairo further teaches wherein the communication result 
report has contents and/or format set differently for each specific destination (Column 2, 
lines 50-54). 

Regarding Claim 4, Cairo further teaches wherein the notifying section displays 
or prints the communication result report (Column 5, lines 62-67). 

Regarding Claim 5, Cairo in view of Tanimoto teaches wherein the notifying 
section outputs a transmission end sound for each facsimile transmission made to the 
receiving end having the corresponding destination name stored in the specific 
destination name storage section (Cairo: Column 8, lines 5-15, wherein since the user 
selects if they want a notification or not, since the notification could be a sound, they 
can select if they want the sound or not). 
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Regarding Claim 1 1 , Cairo teaches a facsimile apparatus comprising: 

receiving end identifying means for identifying a receiving end by analyzing 
terminal information received from the receiving end when making a facsimile 
transmission to the receiving end (Figure 2, element 30 and Column 5, lines 39-42); and 

notifying means for outputting a communication result notification indicative of a 
result of the facsimile transmission to the receiving end only when the specific 
destination identifying means finds the corresponding destination name in the specific 
destination name storage means (Column 5, lines 49-56 and Column 5, lines 59-66), 

wherein when the destination name corresponding to the receiving end to which 
the facsimile transmission is made is found amongst the destination names stored in the 
specific destination name storage means, said specific destination identifying means 
causes said notifying means to output said communication result notification. 

However Cairo does not teach a specific destination name storage means for 
storing destination names of specific destinations; and 

specific destination identifying means for searching from the specific destination 
name storage means a destination name corresponding to the receiving end to which 
said facsimile transmission is being made and which is identified by the receiving end 
identifying means; and 

notifying means for outputting a communication result notification indicative of a 
result of the facsimile transmission to the receiving end only when the specific 
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destination identifying means finds the corresponding destination name in the specific 
destination name storage means, 

wherein when the destination name corresponding to the receiving end to which 
the facsimile transmission is made is found amongst the destination names stored in the 
specific destination name storage means, said specific destination identifying means 
causes said notifying means to output said communication result notification. 

Tanimoto does teach a specific destination name storage means for storing 
destination names of specific destinations (Page 7, paragraph 89); and 

specific destination identifying means for searching from the specific destination 
name storage means a destination name corresponding to the receiving end to which 
said facsimile transmission is being made and which is identified by the receiving end 
identifying means (Page 7, paragraph 89); and 

notifying means for outputting a communication result notification indicative of a 
result of the facsimile transmission to the receiving end only when the specific 
destination identifying means finds the corresponding destination name in the specific 
destination name storage means (Page 7, paragraph 89), 

wherein when the destination name corresponding to the receiving end to which 
the facsimile transmission is made is found amongst the destination names stored in the 
specific destination name storage means, said specific destination identifying means 
causes said notifying means to output said communication result notification (Page 7, 
paragraph 89). 
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Cairo and Tanimoto are combinable because they deal with facsimile 
transmissions. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teaching of Cairo with the teaching of Tanimoto 
for the purpose of providing the user with the ability to select the most appropriate 
transmission methods and operations (Tanimoto: Page 1, paragraph 11). 

Regarding Claim 12, Cairo in view of Tanimoto teaches wherein the notifying 
means makes the communication report notification by one or an arbitrary combination 
of communication report notifications selected from a group consisting of outputting a 
communication result report, outputting a transmission end sound, and printing a stamp 
mark on a scanned document, for each facsimile transmission made to the receiving 
end having the corresponding destination name stored in the specific destination name 
storage means (Cairo: Column 8, lines 5-15, wherein since the user selects if they want 
a notification or not, since the notification could be a sound, they can select if they want 
the sound or not . Having the option to choose between a song and a display and none 
at all makes it inherit to have the choice of a stamp, a sound, or a result report). 

Regarding Claim 14, Cairo teaches a facsimile communication method 
comprising: 
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(b) identifying a receiving end by analyzing terminal information received from the 
receiving end when making a facsimile transmission to the receiving end (Figure 1); and 

(d) outputting a communication result notification indicative of a result of the 
facsimile transmission to the receiving end only when the corresponding destination 
name is found in the storage section (Figure 1 and Figure 2), 

wherein when the destination name, corresponding to the receiving end to which 
the facsimile transmission is made is found amongst the destination names sorted in the 
storage section, said communication result notification is output in (d). 

However Cairo does not teach (a) storing destination names of specific 
destinations in a storage section; and 

(c) searching the storage section for a destination name corresponding to the 
receiving end, identified in (b) and to which said facsimile transmission is being made; 
and 

(d) outputting a communication result notification indicative of a result of the 
facsimile transmission to the receiving end only when the corresponding destination 
name is found in the storage section, 

wherein when the destination name, corresponding to the receiving end to which 
the facsimile transmission is made is found amongst the destination names sorted in the 
storage section, said communication result notification is output in (d). 

Tanimoto does teach (a) storing destination names of specific destinations in a 
storage section (Page 7, paragraph 89); and 
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(c) searching the storage section for a destination name corresponding to the 
receiving end, identified in (b) and to which said facsimile transmission is being made 
(Page 7, paragraph 89); and 

(d) outputting a communication result notification indicative of a result of the 
facsimile transmission to the receiving end only when the corresponding destination 
name is found in the storage section (Page 7, paragraph 89), 

wherein when the destination name, corresponding to the receiving end to which 
the facsimile transmission is made is found amongst the destination names sorted in the 
storage section, said communication result notification is output in (d) (Page 7, 
paragraph 89). 

Cairo and Tanimoto are combinable because they deal with facsimile 
transmissions. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teaching of Cairo with the teaching of Tanimoto 
for the purpose of providing the user with the ability to select the most appropriate 
transmission methods and operations (Tanimoto: Page 1, paragraph 11). 

Regarding Claim 15, Cairo further teaches wherein the outputting outputs a 
communication result report for each facsimile transmission made to the receiving end 
having the corresponding destination name stored in the storage section (Column 8, 
lines 5-15). 
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Regarding Claim 16, Cairo further teaches wherein the communication result 
report has contents and/or format set differently for each specific destination (Column 2, 
lines 50-54). 

Regarding Claim 17, Cairo further teaches wherein the outputting displays or 
prints the communication result report (Column 8, lines 61-65). 

Regarding Claim 18, Cairo in view of Tanimoto teaches wherein the outputting 
outputs a transmission end sound for each facsimile transmission made to the receiving 
end having the corresponding destination name stored in the storage section (Cairo: 
Column 8, lines 5-1 5, wherein since the user selects if they want a notification or not, 
since the notification could be a sound, they can select if they want the sound or not). 

Regarding Claim 24, the computer readable storage medium which stores a 
program is treated as a method. Cairo does teach a receiving end identifying procedure 
causing the computer to identify a receiving end by analyzing terminal information 
received from the receiving end when making a facsimile transmission to the receiving 
end (Figure 1). a notifying procedure causing the computer to output a communication 
result notification indicative of a result of the facsimile transmission to the receiving end 
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only when the specific destination identifying section finds the corresponding destination 
name in the storage section (Figure 1 and Figure 2), 

wherein when the destination name corresponding to the receiving end to which 
the facsimile transmission is made is found amongst, the destination names stored in 
the storage section, said communication result notification is output in said notifying 
step. 

However Cairo does not teach a specific destination name storage procedure 
causing the computer to store destination names of specific destinations in a storage 
section and a specific destination identifying procedure causing the computer to search 
from the storage section a destination name corresponding to the receiving end which is 
identified by the receiving end identifying section; and 

a notifying procedure causing the computer to output a communication result 
notification indicative of a result of the facsimile transmission to the receiving end only 
when the specific destination identifying section finds the corresponding destination 
name in the storage section, 

wherein when the destination name corresponding to the receiving end to which 
the facsimile transmission is made is found amongst, the destination names stored in 
the storage section, said communication result notification is output in said notifying 
step. 
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Tanimoto does teach a specific destination name storage procedure causing the 
computer to store destination names of specific destinations in a storage section (Page 
7, paragraph 89) and 

a specific destination identifying procedure causing the computer to search from 
the storage section a destination name corresponding to the receiving end which is 
identified by the receiving end identifying section (Page 7, paragraph 89); and 

a notifying procedure causing the computer to output a communication result 
notification indicative of a result of the facsimile transmission to the receiving end only 
when the specific destination identifying section finds the corresponding destination 
name in the storage section (Page 7, paragraph 89), 

wherein when the destination name corresponding to the receiving end to which 
the facsimile transmission is made is found amongst, the destination names stored in 
the storage section, said communication result notification is output in said notifying 
step (Page 7, paragraph 89). 

Cairo and Tanimoto are combinable because they deal with facsimile 
transmissions. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teaching of Cairo with the teaching of Tanimoto 
for the purpose of providing the user with the ability to select the most appropriate 
transmission methods and operations (Tanimoto: Page 1, paragraph 11). 
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Regarding Claim 25, Cairo further teaches wherein the notifying procedure 
causes the computer to output a communication result report for each facsimile 
transmission made to the receiving end having the corresponding destination name 
stored in the storage section (Column 8, lines 5-15). 

Regarding Claim 26, Cairo further teaches wherein the communication result 
report has contents and/or format set differently for each specific destination (Column 2, 
lines 50-54). 

Regarding Claim 27, Cairo further teaches wherein the notifying procedure 
causes the computer to display or print the communication result report (Column 8, lines 
61-65). 

Regarding Claim 28, Cairo in view of Tanimoto teaches wherein the notifying 
procedure causes the computer to output a transmission end sound for each facsimile 
transmission made to the receiving end having the corresponding destination name 
stored in the storage section (Cairo: Column 8, lines 5-15, wherein since the user 
selects if they want a notification or not, since the notification could be a sound, they 
can select if they want the sound or not). 
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3. Claims 6, 19, and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Cairo (US 5,809,1 1 6) in view of Tanimoto (US 2003/0020960). 

Regarding Claim 6, Cairo in view of Tanimoto does not teach wherein the 
transmission end sound is set differently for each specific destination. 

Official notice is taken that if there is an end sound that is produced as a form of 
notification of delivery and that a notification of delivery can be different for every 
receiver, then the end sound can be different for every receiver. 

Regarding Claim 19, Cairo in view of Tanimoto further teaches wherein the 
transmission end sound is set differently for each specific destination. 

Official notice is taken that if there is an end sound that is produced as a form of 
notification of delivery and that a notification of delivery can be different for every 
receiver, then the end sound can be different for every receiver. 

Regarding Claim 29, Cairo in view of Tanimoto does not teach wherein the 
transmission end sound is set differently for each specific destination. 

Official notice is taken that if there is an end sound that is produced as a form of 
notification of delivery and that a notification of delivery can be different for every 
receiver, then the end sound can be different for every receiver. 
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6. Claims 7-10, 13, 20-23, and 30-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Cairo (US 5,809,1 16) in view of Tanimoto (US 2003/0020960) further 
in view of Bloomfield (US 6,025,931 ). 

Regarding Claims 7, 20, and 30, Cairo in view of Tanimoto does not teach 
wherein the notifying section, as described in claims 1,14, and 24, prints a stamp mark 
on a scanned document for each facsimile transmission made to the receiving end 
having the corresponding destination name stored in the specific destination name 
storage section. 

Bloomfield further teaches wherein the notifying section, as described in claims 
1,14, and 24, prints a stamp mark on a scanned document for each facsimile 
transmission made to the receiving end (Column 6, lines 57-62, where stamp mark can 
is anything printed on the scanned document, i.e. indicia of delivery) having the 
corresponding destination name stored in the specific destination name storage section 
(Column 6, lines 57-62, wherein by selecting to receive the confirmation, the receiver is 
stored in some form of storage). 

Cairo in view of Tanimoto and Bloomfield are combinable because they deal with 
facsimile transmissions. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teaching of Cairo in view of Tanimoto with the 
teaching of Bloomfield for the purpose of giving the sender an option to have a 
confirmation (Bloomfield: Column 6, lines 57-62). 
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Regarding Claims 8, 21 , and 31 Cairo in view of Tanimoto does not teach 
wherein the stamp mark, as disclosed in claims 7, 20, and 30, is set differently for each 
specific destination. 

Bloomfield further teaches wherein the stamp mark, as disclosed in claims 7, 20, 
and 30, is set differently for each specific destination (Column 6, lines 57-62, where the 
address can be the stamp mark). 

Cairo in view of Tanimoto and Bloomfield are combinable because they deal with 
facsimile transmissions. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teaching of Cairo in view of Tanimoto with the 
teaching of Bloomfield for the purpose of giving the sender an option to have a 
confirmation (Bloomfield: Column 6, lines 57-62). 

Regarding Claims 9, 22, and 32 Cairo in view of Tanimoto further teaches 
wherein the notifying section, as described in claims 1, 14, and 24, makes the 
communication report notification by one or an arbitrary combination of communication 
report notifications selected from a group consisting of outputting a communication 
result report, outputting a transmission end sound, and printing a stamp mark on a 
scanned document, for each facsimile transmission made to the receiving end having 
the corresponding destination name stored in the specific destination name storage 
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section (Cairo: Column 8, lines 5-15, wherein since the user selects if they want a 
notification or not, since the notification could be a sound, they can select if they want 
the sound or not . Having the option to choose between a song and a display and none 
at all makes it inherit to have the choice of a stamp, a sound, or a result report). 

Regarding Claims 10, 13, and 23, and 33 wherein the communication result report, the 
transmission end sound, and the stamp mark are set differently for each specific 
destination as described in claims 9, 12, 22, and 32, (see rejections for claim 3 for the 
communication result report, claim 6 for transmission end sound, and claim 8 for stamp 
mark as described in claims 9 and 12). 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas C. Pachol whose telephone number is 571- 
270-3433. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Thr, 8:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 
(EST), Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler L. Haskins can be reached on 571-272-7406. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



N.P. 

11/04/08 

/Mark K Zimmerman/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



